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Switzerland and the vassal states. But the Muscovite
alliance came to an end and Bonaparte set forth on his
ill-fated Russian campaign. In Paris it was reported that
he was dead. During the few hours that General
Malet's conspiracy lasted, no one so much as remembered
there was such a person in existence as Napoleon II.
No, Napoleon had not founded a dynasty. It was an
ominous sign, this!
Then came the debacle, the campaign in France, a mag-
nificent but fruitless effort, the revolt of the Marshals,
the abdication of the yth April, 1814. The tale was told,
the Emperor had vanished; there remained but a petty
princeling relegated to an island in the Mediterranean.
Louis XVIII re-entered Paris.
We need not record how, one fine day in the spring-
time, the forgotten one came back to life, how he escaped
from Elba, where he had been passing his time in organiz-
ing everything anew, and how, landing at the Gulf of
Juan he made his way to Paris. Then, as before, his
rallying cry was the Revolution. Summoning the work-
ing classes and the peasantry to his side, he bade them
make war on the oppressors, and marched forward to
the cry of "Down with the priests! Down with the nobles!'
Europe closed its ranks once more. This final adventure
was to last but a hundred days, despite his concessions to
the Republicans, despite a fiirther addition to the consti-
tutions of the Empire, a half-hearted charter of liberty.
He abdicated and surrendered himself to the English,
even as Themistocles surrendered himself to the Persian
King. It was a striking act, the sort of thing one reads
of in books, and it leads us to look on him as one who
no